STARTER RIBS
GROUP TEST
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If there was one RI8 on this test that
could be described as a driver's boat
then thisis it. The Ribeye, which sits
right in the middle of our starter RIB
size parameters but at the 1op of the

Great grab handles on the forward seat

This boat, a snip under 6m long, is
clearty designed for Med use, and
perhaps didn’t find its most favoured
conditions when MBM 100k it aut intg
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Anyone fora picnic? Not onour test day

price list, rede the water as if she was
on rails and offerad an excellent
driving position that made us feel like
we were part of the boat.

This confidence on the water came
from its forward-mounted console,
which pushes the centre of aravity
forward and the hull down, This boat
features cur preferrad layout of twin
ockeys and a bench seat aft. The

arcund at speed, and
ol handles on their backs
allow crew aft to cruise standing ug.
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avery choppy Sokent, The angular
Lomac offers ample space for
lounGing but Comes across &s more
anding craft than luxury starter RiB,
with its vast foredeck and flat bow.
Fer the price, we expected a better
ride, and were dsappointed when
pushing the RIB ta its top speed of 36
knots. In fact, in the conditions we
found, it took three attempts e get
the RIB to maximum rews as it pitched
uncomfortably at high speeds. In tight
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By having the console so far forwarg
you pay in terms of useable foredeck
space, but are given decent icunging
room if sitting on the rear bench seat.
These three seats sit hard against the
iving the Crew protection in
he helm console is perhaps the
ne failing, being small with a
en that offers little in the way of
protection, It's also tricky to see the
gauges when standing at the helm.

The forward conscle seat benefits
from two geod grab handles, and sits

ontop of a good-sized locker.
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BOOIN benefits from
plentyy of storage,
ng and fiat
surfacesfor
lounging

wirns, the Lomac failed to bite, but it
feelt fairfy forgivirg atlow speeds when
running into a head sea,

The lack of stability at high speeds
wasn't helped by the RIBS
unprotected driving position. Despite
the close distance between leaning
post and hefm we feit vunerable in the
chop, largely due to a lack of side
supgort on the seat and the low
tubes. The rear bench seat suffers from
the same problem. Howevey, it should

perfect
drivers RiB. the
nippy Ribeye S50
Playjtime does exactly
what it says on
thetin

Since the seating is 0 good, the need
for handles on the tubes isn't s
imgortant, which is fortunate
as this boat has so few of
N them. Just two rubber
. grabs run down each
| side of the beat. The
I rope grab handies
on the outside
should make it easier
to get back on the boat
from the water, however
For such a good driving boat,
the RIB lacks the vibrant looks of some
of the others, but appearance isnt the
1e here, ability is, and both veterans
sw boaters alike will fird the
s their needs perfectly

Twin jeckeys atthe helmare a winner

be noted that different seating setups
are available cn request.

This RIB does benefit from rope grab
handles that run the
length of the tubes,

. and might make for
an ideal big boat

\ tender with all that
flat surface area. If
yau want a boat for
easy cruising and
need bots of storage,
then this boat would suit,
as long as you're a fair-weather boater
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= : ‘d and don't like challenging conditions.
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Great flat surface on the conscle
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